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removed some years ago to make room for the
manoeuvres of the troops in the square*
Once a year the Todas foregather for the
purpose of propitiating a mysterious deity to
whom they offer a buffalo. The system of kill-
ing the beast was cruel. It was driven through
a narrow opening, and the young men armed with
knives made cuts at it as it passed, rarely dealing
it a death-blow. The animal lingered in a maimed
condition for some bourns, perhaps days. The
method was prohibited by Government, and it
was ordered that the buffalo should be killed
outright.
The Toda is not an artisan nor an agriculturalist,
and he stands out in strong contrast to the Budaga
and the Kota, the latter being the artisan of the
Western Ghats. The Budaga is as industrious
as the Toda is idle. Industry and an innate love
of order are his characteristics. He builds himself
a neat house with mud walls and tiled or thatched
roof. His patience in tilling the ground is remark-
able. It is not a smooth field of rich soil that
he. deals with, but a sloping, uneven surface covered
with boulders of every size and shape. Instead of
a plough he uses a pick, and what soil there is
between the boulders he turns over and levels as